
Why strong imagery, and 

specifically photographs, are 

important in progressive 

communications campaigns 

and why it s important to tell a 

story in an image. 



Photography in Progressive 

Communications Work 

 
Goals:  
Á Discuss the importance of strong imagery & photos in progressive 

communications campaigns & why it s important to tell stories through those 

images. 

 

Á Give folks tools you can use to identify and assess good photographs 

 

Á Help folks assess what you need from photographs and tips on how to get 

photos that really work. 

 

Á Tips on how to find and work with the right photographer. 

 

Á Give folks a sense of how you can use good photographs to strengthen your 

communications work. 



A good photo tells a story. 

Try asking these questions 

as  

you evaluate images to 

decide if  

the image tells a story: 

Å At a minimum, does the 

photo make a statement 

that you can articulate? 

Å Does the photo elicit an 

emotion? In other words, 

can you relate to the 

subject or the situation? 

Å What could be changed 

in the image to give it a 

stronger story or 

message. 

 



A good photo has a clear 

center of interest. 
To evaluate photos for a strong 

center  

of interest, try asking yourself 

these  

questions: 

Å When you look at the photo, 

what is the first thing you 

see? Is what you see first 

the subject you needed the 

photograph to focus on? 

Å What holds your eye the 

longest? 

Å Do other elements in the 

image compete with the 

subject for attention? 

Å Do technical aspects such 

as light and the direction of 

light, focus, and so on add to 

or detract from the subject? 



A good photo is  

composed well.  
To evaluate the composition of 

your images, try asking these 

questions. 

Å Is there a sense of order and 

balance in the image that 

helps lead the eye through 

the composition? 

Å Are elements included that 

do not contribute to the 

subject of the image? 

Å Are elements excluded that, 

if included, would have 

enhanced the subject of the 

image? 

Å Do the lighting, angle, and 

perspective enhance the 

composition? 

Å Does the crop enhance the 

composition? 



A good photo has a sharp focus 

& appropriate exposure.  
Questions that can help you  

evaluate whether focus and  

exposure settings are 
appropriate  

for an image include: 

Å Is the sharpest point in 
the image on the subject 
of the photo? 

Å Does the zoom setting 
enhance the subject and 
message? 

Å Does the image have 
good overall contrast for 
the type image you 
need? 

Å Does the color appear 
natural and/or does it 
help set the mood of the 
image? 



What works and what doesn t? 

Lets look at some photos togetheré 








